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PortfFolio Reflection #2 - Japan
Feudal Pyramid

It was Fun to learn about the Feudal
Pyramid in Social Studies. | liked how the top of
the pyramid, the emperor, was only a
Figurehead, so he didn't really do anything. |
also liked how there were paid fighters called
Ronin that basically just practice Fought the
samurai, Japan’s warriors. Finally, | liked how,
For the samurai, there was this way of the
warrior, called Bushido. Bushido meant that,
when the samurai Fought an opponent, they
had to be chivalrous, polite, simple, and many
more. If they broke the rules, then they had to
punish themselves. As you can see, here are a
Few reasons why | liked learning about Japan'’s
feudal system.

e Shows something about a culture

I




Portfolio Reflection #3 - Animal Cell Drawing
Drawing our own animal cell in science class was very interesting. It was fun to learn about how many
things are inside the cell. Also, it was Fascinating to Find out how small these cells are (about one-tenth the
width of a3 human hair). To add on, learning about what all of the organs in the cell do. For example, the
mitochondria, one of the organs inside, generates the energy so that the cell can work, and the vacuole stores
and distributes water throughout the cell. In conclusion, learning what makes up the body of animals is very
interesting.

e Science lab or project




Portfolio Reflection #4 - Multiplying

Binomials

Multiplying binomials is very complicated.
Multiplying two binomials is a type of distribution

that has two possible outcomes. For example, 2x+5 is . 7 10

a binomial, and when you multiply that by 4x-3 you ‘ \ L

get 8x2+14x-15. Since like math a lot, | thought this g \‘C} 2
exercise, even though | can’t think of a real life '

situation in which you would use multiplying 18 g,fx,‘, 1 ﬁf@i@
binomials, was interesting. | like a challenging ! S P —@ﬁ;%
question, and this is definitely challenging. It also ENERESE it S
shows more than two different subjects; N ‘ - T =2 3
multiplication, and combining like terms are a few ' ”' T : ‘ ' ”L-L ':
that come to mind. As you can see, here are some | . HF T C

reasons why | chose this piece as a part of this
portFolio.

e Represents two different subjects




Portfolio Reflection #5 - Exponents

In math we are learning about exponents and the rules involved with them. | thought this was Fun for
many reasons. First, it makes exponents easier because you can simplify them instead of having a very large
number to work with, which obviously makes it easier. Second, it is cool to have a challenge, and trying to
remember all the rules is kind of hard. | always mix them up. Also, our teacher, Kathy, makes up games to go
along with learning, which makes it 3 whole lot easier. | always remember the games that we play, but never
the worksheets. In conclusion, | thought learning about exponents was a cool lesson.

e Solution to difficult or non-routine problem, that demonstrates originality of thought
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Color in the bones using the key on the side of the skeleton. Do NOT label -
the bones, Just color them in with the appropriate color. (14 pts) ‘-‘\

Cranium-
Femur- YE
) Humeru
A1 Mandible- BLUE
) vicle- YELLOW
Radius- PURPLE
Ulna- RED

Ribs- BLUE
Stemum- GREEN

near its location and draw an arrow s
label 8 muscles (label more for extra ¢

abdonimals
bicep

tricep
quadricep
lattisimus dorsi
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Portfolio Reflection #9 -
Frog Dissection

Dissections are one of the
most interesting parts of science, as
you all probably know. So when
Kathy told us that we were going to
dissect a Frog, | was like “Let’s go!”
And it was pretty awesome. My
partner, Ralston, and | found the
stomach, small and large intestines,
arteries, veins and a whole lot more.
Seeing what the organs actually
looked like was probably the most
interesting thing. Some of them, like
the large intestine looked nothing
like | had imagined. It wasn't too
gross because there wasn’t a lot of
blood. | can’t wait to dissect the pig
heart later this year!

e Project you enjoyed or Found
interesting
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Simon Bolivar

Preguntas
. éCoémo fue la vida temprana de Simoén Bolivar? (Parrafo 2)
. éPor que Simén Bolivar era tan importante para Espafa? (Parrafo 3)
. éTenia un apodo? éQue era? (Parrafo 3)

Simon Bolivar era una persona muy influyente para Venezuela. Luché contra Espafia
para lograr la independencia de la Virreinato de Nuevo Granada, que eran los paises de Bolivia,
Venezuela, Colombia, Equador, y Pert. Era un soldado y lider del ejército que va a ser
recordado para muchos afios en el futuro.

Simoén Bolivar nacio en el 24 de junio en 1783 en la ciudad de Caracas, Venezuela.
Era nacido en la riqueza porque su papa era una aristécrata de ascendencia espafiola. Su padre
murio6 cuando Bolivar tenia tres afios, y su madre murio seis afios despues. Su tio hizo cargo de
criar el joven y le proporcioné tutores. Uno de esos tutores era, irénicamente, Simoén Rodriguez,
que tenia la mayor influencia. Cuando tenia 16, Bolivar fue enviado a Europa, donde se dedicé a
la politica. Despues de eso, él fue a Paris, donde encontré con la ciéntifico Alexander von
Humboldt, que acababa de regresar de América del Sur. Le dijo a Bolivar que las colonias en
América del Sur eran maduras para independencia. Eso fue lo que desaté la carrera de Bolivar.

Bolivar hizo muchos cosas grandes en su vida. El apodo que le puso las personas de
Venezuela y otros fue “El Libertador,” porque se libero cinco paises en Sudamérica. También,
en 1819, se convirtio en presidente de Columbia y, en 1823, se convirtié en el dictador de Peru.
Finalmente, el pais de Bolivia era nombrado después de Simén. Como puedes ver, Bolivar hizo
muchas cosas grandes en su vida.




Portfolio Reflection #12 -
Freak the Mighty

Assessment

Freak the Mighty by Rodman
Philbrick is a very good book to read in
the classroom. Even though one of the
main characters dies in the end, it has an
amazing moral to it. The story is about
two kids, one who is crippled and small,
but a genius (Freak), while the other is
large and not very smart (Max). These
two kids become friends and do
everything together. Then, Max's dad,
who is a criminal, comes and kidnaps his
son. Eventually, the Freak comes in and
saves him. Then, after the genius dies,
Max writes down all their adventures
together. This was an awesome book to
read, and | would strongly encourage
you to read it as well.

Freak The Mighty

Freak the Mighty, written by Rodman Philbrick, is a story of how two very

different people come to make a true Friendship. Max, the main character, is a huge
kid who has the brains of a dumbbell, while Freak, whose real name is Kevin, is a tiny
genius. This story takes place in a small town in the East of the U.S. around the
present date. In the beginning, when Freak moves next door to Max, Freak gets his toy
bird stuck in a tree, so Max comes and grabs it out For him. That is where the
Friendship started. Then, on the 4th of July, Freak and Max go to watch the Fireworks
by the nearby pond. They meet a dude named Tony D. alias Blade, and his gang who
try to hurt them. Freak steers Max into the pond, which is where the name Freak the
Mighty came From. Later, Freak takes Max to the Medical Research Lab, where he tells
Max that because his legs are deformed, he is soon going to get a robotic transplant,
the First ever. Max's dad, who served time in jail because he killed Max’s mother, got
out early and kidnapped Max, where the dad takes him to a rundown old house. He
ties Max up. In the end, Freak comes and rescues Max Killer Kane ends up in jail once
again. Later, when Freak has a seizure, he goes to the hospital, but after a week or

two, he dies.

I strongly believe the author was trying to tell us that true friendships are hard
to come by and, when they do, they are life changing, even if it only lasts For a little
bit. In the end, Max wrote a whole book on his adventures with Freak, but before that,
he would have never written a paragraph, let alone a whole book. On page 160, it
states that “l wrote the unvanquished truth stuff down For months and months.”
Most people, as it turns out, go through their whole life without having a true
Friendship. On page 159, Grim, Max's grandFather, says, “Most of us go all the way
through life and we never have a friend like Kevin.” True Friendships are very

important in life.
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Portfolio Reflection #14
- Religion One-Pager

Religions are a cool topic to
learn in Social Studies. Kathy, our
teacher, split us up into groups of
two (and one group of three) and
gave us one of the Five main
religions of the world. My
partners, Marcus and Trevor, got
Christianity, so we researched it
and made a one-pager out of it.
Then we presented what we
learned to our small class. The
main difference between
Christianity and Judaism is that
Christians believe Jesus is the
Messiah, or son of God, while Jews
believe that the Messiah is yet to
come. It is very interensting to
learn about religions, and it might
come in handy one day.
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Portfolio Reflection #15 - Writing Logs 3 vs. 24

There is a very noticeable difference between Writing Log #3 (beginning of the year) and Writing
Log #24 (end of the year). | have grown my writing a lot this past year just because | have been writing.
Even though the topics are completely different, they show something about me. Writing Log #3 is about
a video we watched, and you will notice that | didn't write any sentences that explain what | said, so it's a
very short paragraph. For Writing Log #24, | write more about why | like the Field trips, then | explain a
little bit about one of them. It’s 3 much better paragraph. In conclusion, Writing Log #3 is very different
Ffrom Writing Log #24.







